Brain Injury Special Interest Group Business Meeting

February 10, 2011
New Orleans, LA
Officers Present: Michelle Peterson (Chair), Carolyn Tassini (Vice chair), Lynnette Leuty (Secretary), Aimee Perron (Nominating Committee), Natalie Sibley (Nominating Committee), Sara Trout (Nominating Committee), Melissa Mendoza (Newsletter editor) 
Attendance: 176
Call to Order: Michelle Peterson called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m.

1. Welcome and Introductions:

a. Michelle provided a welcome to all those in attendance and introduced the BI SIG officers Carolyn Tassini (Vice chair),  Lynnette Leuty (secretary), Aimee Perron (Nominating Committee), Natalie Sibley (Nominating Committee), Sara Trout (Nominating Committee), Melissa Mendoza (Newsletter editor). 
b. Aimee announced the call for nominations for the following positions in the BI SIG this year- chair and nominating committee.
c. A drawing was completed for DOC kits and textbooks.

2. Goals of BI SIG 2011
     a.  Membership

            -623 members

            -Continue to develop state contacts  13/50 (CA, FL, GA, MD, MN, NC, NJ, NM, OR, TN, TX, VA WV) 


If you are interested in being a key contact for your state, please contact any of the BI SIG officers.

     b.  Advocacy papers


-Downloadable education flyers for our website. 



TBI Prevention (with focus on decreasing falls): The CDC place falls as the #1 etiology of brain injury. 



mTBI/concussion (with focus on adolescents in contact sports):  This paper should outline the risks of injury to the developing brain, discuss second impact syndrome and provide guidelines to return to play.

- If you are interested in developing either of these, please contact Sarah Trout at sztrout@gmail.com
     c.  PTNow Portal Project


-PTNow Portal will help clinicians as an entry point to summarized information and clinical applications about different topics.  


-We need portal themes as well as authors. Please contact Carolyn Tassini at ow25@aol.com to participate.

     d.  Abstract of the Month


-The BI SIG would like to organize a committee to run an Abstract of the Month on the website.  Each month will be a different theme and new abstracts pertaining to the topic would be sent out to BI SIG members.

-If interested in assisting in this project, please contact any of the BI SIG officers.
4.  Presentation: Individuals with disorders of consciousness.
Michelle Peterson, DPT, NCS
     5. Other Business


a.  Stopwatches were passed out at the end of the meeting, asking individuals to "take the time" to be involved in the BI SIG.

b.  Meeting was adjourned at 2 p.m. after presentation
Respectively submitted,

Lynnette Leuty, PT, NCS  

BI SIG Secretary

