
LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
  Michelle D. Peterson, PT, DPT, NCS 

BI SIG Chair 
 

We were excited to see an increased offering of topics related to brain injury at CSM 
2009 Las Vegas.  CSM attendees were able to choose from the following brain injury re-
lated programs: 

• Evaluation and Treatment Strategies for the Hospitalized Patient with Severe 
Brain Injury 

• Neurological Screening and Return to Participation Following Mild Traumatic 
• Brain Injury 
• Maximizing Skill Development in Cognitively Impaired Patients 
• Paying Attention, Making Choices: The Role of Cognition in Fall Prevention! 
• Impact of Aerobic Exercise on Cognition 
• ASPIRE to Excellence: Using the CARF Standards as a Quality Framework to 

Develop and Continually Improve Medical Rehabilitation Programs Across the 
Continuum. 

 
Our business meeting presentation, Impact of Aerobic Exercise on Cognition, drew a 

large crowd.  We also had great attendance at the round table discussion where we re-
viewed the current CARF Brain Injury Program Revisions.  Thanks to both of our speak-
ers, Jeanne Lojovich from the University of Minnesota for presenting her doctoral project 
and to Chris MacDonell, managing director of the medical rehabilitation customer service 
unit (www.carf.org),for answering questions for those pending CARF certification. 

 
Special thanks to Allison Cuneo who has helped with the Brain Injury Awareness 

Day at the Capitol for the past several years as well as the TBI white paper written last 
year. 

 
We  had a significant increase to the BI SIG membership last year increasing it by 

approximately 47%. Our goal for next year is to pass the 500 member mark.  We are also 
looking to increase our key contacts.  We now have a contacts in 13 states (CA, FL, GA, 
ME, MN, NC, OR, PA, TN, TX, VA, WI and WV)  The ultimate goal is for each state to 
have a contact person: Next year ‘s goal is to obtain contacts in at least 20 states.  If you 
are interested, please contact one of the officers. 

 
We are also in the process of developing the key contact US map in which all BI SIG 

members will have an easier time locating their key contact by state. We will be the first 
SIG to trial this website concept. 

 
The development of a SIG message board is in process and being trialed with the ves-

tibular SIG.  We are hoping to add this to the BI SIG if the trial is successful. 
 
We have programming in place for both CSM 2010 San Diego and CSM 2011 New Or-

leans.  If you have ideas for future topics or would like to be considered for the BI SIG 
business meeting presentation, please contact us. 

   
  Thank you, 
  Michelle Peterson, BI SIG Chair 
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BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

JUNE 10-13, 2009 

For hotel information please 
click on this link  

Hotel Info

 
Energize your thinking and refresh your connections at PT 2009: APTA’s An-

nual Conference & Exhibition at the Baltimore Convention Center in Baltimore, 
MD. Hear keynote speaker Newt Gingrich, author of Saving Lives & Saving 
Money: Transforming Healthcare in the 21st Century. Attend the McMillan Lecture 
by Carolee Wintstein, PT, PhD, FAPTA, and the Maley Lecture with Helene M. 
Fear don, PT. Plus, experience other top-notch programming, the Oxford Debate, 
Coffee with the Stars, the poster hall, the exhibit hall, and more! 

 
For programming information:   PRESS CONTROL + CLICK MOUSE TO FOLLOW LINK: 
 
http://www.apta.org/AM/Template.cfm?

Section=Annual_Conference1&CONTENTID=57530&TEMPLATE=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm 
 

Conference Highlights— 
What’s Going on at PT 2009?   
PT 2009 is the national event for physical therapy – featuring: 
� 19 tracks of advanced programming including six tracks of CES 
(Concentrated Education Series)  � Nationally and internationally renowned 
speakers 
� Thought-provoking dialogue at Opening Ceremonies, the Oxford 
Debate, Coffee With the Stars, the poster hall, and many special events 
� Mentoring opportunities at The Next Step! Student Mentoring Reception 
� Newest technology, products, and services in APTA’s Exhibit Hall 
        
  

http://www.apta.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Annual_Conference1&CONTENTID=57529&TEMPLATE=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm�
http://www.apta.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Annual_Conference1&CONTENTID=57530&TEMPLATE=/CM/ContentDisplay.cfm�
http://www.apta.org/am/aptaapps/programming/pt/progindex.cfm�
http://www.apta.org/am/aptaapps/programming/pt/progindex.cfm�
http://www.apta.org/am/aptaapps/programming/pt/progindex.cfm�
http://www.apta.org/am/aptaapps/programming/pt/progindex.cfm�


 

Section Office 
Janice Ford 

1111 N. Fairfax St. 
Alexandria, VA. 22314-1488 

Phone: 703-706-3237 
Fax: 703-706-8575 
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Bookmark 
 www.apta.org/opendoor  

Today.   
For More Than a Thousand  

Reasons! 
 

Open Door: APTA’s Portal to Evidence-Based 
Practice gives you, our members, instant access to 
the clinical research you need for the clinical ser-
vices you provide—whenever and wherever you 
need it. 
 
Click on Open Door for FREE, full-text access to 
articles from more than a thousand of the nation’s 
leading clinical and academic journals—on the 
spectrum of topics critical to clinical practice such 
as orthopedics, geriatrics, pediatrics, public health, 
radiology, pharmacology, and more!  
 
Check out Open Door NOW. Visit each time you 
need access to vital clinical and basic research. 
You’ll save time, energy, and money, and become 
far more informed by thousands of articles that are 
only a click away. 

We’re on the Web! 
Click on link below 
www.neuropt.org 

BI SIG OFFICERS 
Chair: 
Michelle D. Peterson, PT, DPT, NCS 
michelle.peterson@med.va.gov 
 
Vice Chair:  
Deborah Crea, PT 
dcrea@asante.org 
 
Secretary: 
Lynnette K. Leuty, MA, PT, NCS 
lynette.leuty@allina.com 
 
Nominating Committee: 
Anne McCarthy Jacobson, DPT, MS, NCS 
ajacobson@mghihp.edu 
 
Gretchen Renee Lane, PT, NCS 
gretchen.lane@camc.org 
 
Carolyn G. Tassini, PT 
ow25@aol.com 
 
Newsletter Co-Editors: 
Melissa M. Mendoza, PT, MS, DPT, NCS 
mendozapt@mac.com 
 
Kimberly Yon-Davis, PTA, CBIST 
kyondavis@earthlink.net  

http://www.apta.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Research&Template=/TaggedPage/TaggedPageDisplay.cfm&TPLID=54&ContentID=12664�
http://www.apta.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Chapters&template=/aptaapps/componentsonline/componentsonline.cfm&processForm=1&componentType=Sections&specChoice=N&convertList2Form=yes�
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