Brain Injury Special Interest Group Business Meeting
February 7, 2007
Opryland
Nashville , TN
 
Officers Present: Michelle Peterson (Chair), Deb Crea (Vice Chair), Lynnette Leuty (Secretary), Gretchen Lane (Nominating Committee), Carolyn Tassini (Nominating Committee)
 
Attendance: 308
 
Call to Order: Michelle Peterson called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.
· Welcome and Introductions:
· Karen McCulloch provided a welcome to all those in attendance and introduced Michelle Peterson as the Chair of the BI SIG.  Karen also recognized Michelle for her past years of service to the BI SIG and volunteered that Michelle would be running for the office again in the next election.
· Michelle introduced Deb Crea (Vice Chair), Lynnette Leuty (Secretary) and Gretchen Lane (Nominating Committee), Carolyn Tassini (Nominating Committee)
· Announcements:
· Michelle introduced the new Neurology Section Bi-law that will be voted on at the Neurology section Friday that would expand the Neurology Board by three positions- Director of Research, Director of Education and Director of Communication.
· Michelle informed those present of the two openings in the BI SIG slate for the upcoming election: Nominating Committee and Chair.
· Attendees were reminded of the round table on Saturday.  The topic being “Minimally Conscious State: Treatment and Outcome.”
· Michelle reviewed the “key contact for BI” initiative and listed the states that currently have a key contact identified (FL, ME, MN, NC, TN, TX, WI, VA, OR) and asked for others volunteers for this program.
· A list was developed from audience participation for techniques/devices used to assist with memory compensation in the population with brain injury.  The following items were proposed:  pathfinding, verbal cues, repetitive activities, whiteboards in rooms to serve as memory boards, memory books (planners), PDA, attention tasks, tape recorder, hardcopies of exercises to refer to, accessing sensory memory with familiar smells, sights, sounds, self cues and evaluation, aerobic exercise, outings in the community, color coding cues, reviewing medications, whole task to part task practice, mirroring with peer, post it notes, mental imagery, dual task, labels, family education.  Those participating in the task received a BI SIG CSM “Memory” bracelet.
· Michelle provided instructions on how to obtain the BI SIG CSM “Memory” bracelet during the remainder of the conference-participants using the key word “memory” could introduce themselves to a BI SIG officer and obtain a bracelet. 
· Meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.
· Presentation: 
· Polytrauma Blast Injury and its effects on Brain Injury Rehabilitation presented by Michelle Peterson.  The categories of blast injury and multiple system impairments were discussed as well as how these variables affect brain injury rehabilitation.  Current theories that have guided treatment for those injured in Iraq were presented.
 
 
Respectively submitted,
 
Lynnette Leuty, PT, NCS 
BI SIG Secretary
